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Welcome to the world of coaching soccer! We want to thank you for taking the time and having the patience needed to be a wonderful mentor for so many kids. This program relies on people like you to make it work, and without you, the kids wouldn’t get to play soccer!

With all of its hard work and occasional frustrations, coaching is very rewarding and fun. The LYSA Soccer Board will do what it can to help you succeed in this adventure. Hopefully this coaching manual will give you information about our organization and answer some of the questions you might have with coaching this season. Please also take the time to review the SAY Rule Book, it is provided to you for detailed information concerning laws of the game. If there is any way we can help you, please don’t hesitate to ask. Good luck this season!

Thank you,

LYSA Board Members

LYSA BOARD MEMBERS

Listed below are the volunteers who help make The Loveland Youth Soccer Program a success! Please contact the appropriate board member if you have any questions, or if you are interested in helping out by joining the board.

	PRESIDENT
	Paul Lippi
	lysapres@cinci.rr.com

	VP/DIRECTOR OF COACHING
	Sean Klopfenstein
	klopfensteinsr@gmail.com

	TREASURER
	Neil Armstrong
	lysa-treasurer@cinci.rr.com

	REGISTRAR
	Jenny Rupe/Lee deBeer
	lysaregistrar@yahoo.com

	FIELD DIRECTOR
	Adam Kressler
	regionaljet@gmail.com

	SECRETARY
	Sharon Cullen
	scullen@cinci.rr.com

	UNIFORM/EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR
	Suzy Hansberry
	jhansberry@cinci.rr.com

	REFEREE COORDINATOR
	Bob McGohan
	lovelandcrush1@aol.com

	DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE
	Andy LaCombe
	ajlacombe@gmail.com

	WEBSITE
	Jenny Dingwall
	jennyd@cinci.rr.com

	SCHEDULE COORDINATOR
	Alison Johnson
	alisjohnson@yahoo.com

	COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
	Stacy Egan
	stacy.egan@yahoo.com

	TOWNSHIP LIAISON
	Mike Floegel
	mfloegel@eesus.jnj.com
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Soccer Association for Youth PHILOSOPHY

The Soccer Association for Youth was formed to provide an organization within which children could learn and play soccer and have fun doing it. The fact that any size player can be successful at the game and the modest expense that is required to field a team make it possible for many to participate in organized competition. These factors, plus the enthusiasm of the children once they have played the game, have resulted in a rapid growth of the S.A.Y. program. 

It is the function of S.A.Y. to provide guidance and instruction for new participants, an organizational structure to form leagues and schedule games, and to prescribe rules and regulations, which will ensure safe, enjoyable, and fair competition. 

A youth program should be as its name implies: a program for the kids. To win at any cost may be the proper attitude for the highly skilled professional, but is contradictory to the basic objectives of the Soccer Association for Youth. Stacking teams, tryout camps, all-star powerhouses, etc., may produce a climate of excellence for a talented few, but will not in the long run be beneficial to the vast majority of young people involved.

The overall objective of S.A.Y. is maximum participation with even competition at the various age levels.

The Soccer Association for Youth believes that adherence to this basic principle has been the prime factor in its rapid growth, and that high school, college, and professional soccer will be provided with more and better players as a result of our program.

Coaching Information

HAVE FUN! It is imperative that as the coach, you make the game of soccer an enjoyable experience for ALL players. LYSA will provide advice and some tools to give you a starting point. However, your creativity, enthusiasm and personality are the major factors that make soccer fun for the kids, parents and the coach. Without a doubt, winning a game is more fun than the alternative, however; its importance should be de-emphasized as a fun factor. What is most important is that the kids are learning how to play soccer and having fun doing it!

TEACH! As their soccer teacher, your job is to teach your players the skills of the game along with a healthy dose of sports etiquette (a.k.a. sportsmanship).

PERPETUATE INTEREST! As a member of LYSA, the ultimate goal is to make sure that all players experience the “Team Member” quality of your team. This will keep them coming back year after year.

COMMUNICATION! Clearly communicate to the parents and players what the LYSA and your personal philosophies and expectations are. Repetition is not a sin. Always reconfirm game/practice times and locations, email your parents and use the Call One service.

ORGANIZE! Have your practice schedule ready before practice and your line up ready before the game. Parents and players will respect coaches who are organized. Please involve the others parents on the team to help with things like drink and snack schedules, planning end of year parties and helping with practices. Involvement of other parents helps make the season more enjoyable for everyone!

UNIFORMS! Having the child’s name on the back of the uniform is optional, although most kids really like to have their names or nicknames. Feel free to ask each parent for a contribution, most places charge $4 per name or .50 cents/letter. The following places will put names on the back of the shirts.

· Loveland Graphix -10920 Loveland Madeira Rd; 697-9884

· Jamboree Sports and Embroidery – 740 Lila Ave. Milford - 831-7376

· Next to Last Stitch - 525 Loveland Madeira Rd
Loveland - Michelle.Weber@next2laststitch.com - 513-289-4746


DELEGATE! Do not hesitate to delegate some of the organizational

responsibilities to the parents. This includes, but is not limited to, snack and

drink schedules, etc and arranging rides if away games are involved.

ASSISTANT COACH! Make sure assistant coaches are involved with coaching. Welcome their advice and constructive criticism. However, make sure there is always one clear signal being sent to the players, (everybody is on the same page).

ROSTERS! Coaches are required to carry a copy of your roster to every game, so if there is a question concerning your team, you will have it.

Roster Adds/Drops! Please inform the registrar if you have any players who drop off your team, this is very important so as to get you another player, and so all records have the correct information.

PLAY TIME! Each player on your team has a minimum playing time of two quarters, less than that can forfeit your game. If you get confused with the amount of time the children are playing because of the substitutions you are making, we would make the following suggestion: Make the roster before the game and keep the players in the entire quarter. This works well and let’s face it, these children love being out on the field. Depending on the amount of players on your team, some will play only two quarters a game. If this happens then rotate the players each game.

POSITIONS! Since this is a recreational program, and especially in the younger divisions, the players should not be placed in a certain position and kept there. Each player should experience as many positions as possible. Therefore rotating players often will provide versatile skills and fewer chances of feeling pressured, at such a young age, into determining which position they will excel in the future.

UNIFORMS! Uniforms are to be worn at all games! The uniform consists of a LYSA jersey top, black shorts, shin guards, soccer socks and soccer shoes. LYSA will supply each team player with a team shirt and soccer socks. The team player will be responsible for providing his/her own shorts, shin guards, and soccer shoes. Extra clothing may be worn when the weather is inclement; however, any additional clothing must be worn under the team player’s uniform. Shin guards should be worn UNDER soccer socks. NO jewelry may be worn during games. LYSA will also supply each team with two coaches T-shirts which must be worn during games.

EQUIPMENT! LYSA will supply each team with the following equipment:

o INSTRUCTIONAL TEAMS – one equipment bag and two size 3 game balls

o PASSERS TEAMS – one equipment bag, two size 3 game balls, and a goalie shirt/pinnie.

o WINGS/STRIKERS TEAMS – one equipment bag, two size 4 game balls, and a goalie shirt/pinnie

o KICKERS/MINORS/SENIORS TEAMS – one equipment bag, two size 5 game balls, and a goalie shirt.

Times Two Program

All SAY Areas will require no less than two adults (suggested as unrelated), per team, to be present at all team functions such as games, practices, picnics, etc. No Exceptions!

NOTE:

1. The adults assigned can be a combination of coaches, parents, board members, etc.

2. While the focus of this policy is the child it also provides protection for the volunteers in case of misunderstandings.

3. It is important that you review your policy on car-pooling. SAY National has for a long time recommended that volunteers not provide transportation for non-family members. This was more of an insurance issue but now has implications in regards to the intent of the "Times Two" policy.

IMPORTANT! Failure to implement the "Times Two" program may adversely impact our liability insurance coverage.

For more information on the volunteer screening process and the times two program, please see the SAY Rule Book: 

http://saysoccer.us/modules/icontent/index.php?page=67
PRACTICE TIPS FOR COACHES

Players must bring the following to each practice:

SOCCER BALL

SOCCER SHOES

WATER BOTTLE

SHIN GUARDS

Coaches should bring the following:

CONES

WHISTLE

Pinnies

A PLAN

Coaches need to teach the following:

BALL CONTROL (TRAPPING)

DRIBBLING

PASSING

ATTACKING / DEFENDING

KICKING

POSITIONS

GOALIE

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS (goal kicks, throw-ins, etc.)

SCRIMMAGING

SIMPLICITY! Keep it simple: simple drills will hold attention longer than

complicated drills. Minimize line drills and incorporate small sided games as much as possible

KEEP IT MOVING! Don’t languish too long on any particular drill. A fast paced practice will keep the interest level high and increase conditioning.

KEEP PLAYERS INVOLVED! Avoid drills that involve only a few players. If necessary have multiple stations to keep as many involved as possible.

PRACTICES! Due to the type of insurance coverage we carry, only registered LYSA team members will be permitted on the practice field and you can only practice on a LYSA approved field. There are links on the website for coaches who need some ideas on drills and practice tips. If you don’t have a lot of experience, take some time and review the information that is available on the web. Being prepared and confident at your practices will make soccer a more positive experience for your players.

GAME TIPS FOR COACHES

Have players arrive 15-30 minutes prior to the game

Establish a game plan with player positions before the start of the game

Remember they are beginners not professionals

Each player must be allowed to play a minimum of two quarters

If a player needs direction and coaching during a game, it is better to pull him/her off the field briefly, for guidance, rather than yell at him/her from the sidelines

Encourage parents to cheer positively and not directionally (that’s what coaches are for!)

This is a recreational league – the referees are learning also. Display good sportsmanship and be a positive role model.

Running up the score is discouraged. Use this time to put a player in a variety of positions. If your team is up by more than 4 goals you should:
o Move your better players to the back to defense or goalie

O Remove your best player so you have one less player on the field than the other team. Keep removing a player until the other team starts scoring.

O Ask your players to slow down and go easy. Make them have at least passes BEFORE they take a shot at the goal.

Check the website throughout the season for accuracy of team statistics If there is an error, please contact the LYSA district representative.

Important Game Rules to Remember

(Please see the SAY Rule Book for ALL Official Rules)

Substitutions

Both teams may substitute any number of players:

(1) On a goal-kick

(2) After a goal

(3) During an extended time out (as for an injury)

(4) Between periods

The team in possession of the ball on a throw-in may substitute any numbers of players

A substitution is complete as soon as the substitute enters the field, with the permission of the referee. (Passers play by modified rules. There are no direct kicks or off sides in this division. All free kicks are indirect.)

Handballs

It is not a foul if the ball inadvertently hits the person. If the person moves into the ball it is deliberate and considered a handball. If the ball touches the body between the shoulders down to the fingertips, it will be considered a handball. The hand played the ball and it was deliberate. Both of these have to be present for it to be considered a handball.

Off sides (Not Instructional & Passers Divisions)

To be considered offside, an attacking player needs to be:

Involved in the play and gains an advantage by being in the play

In opponent’s half of the field

Have involvement in the play

Determined by the attacker’s position when the ball is played not when the ball is received

Nearer to the opponent’s goal line than both the ball and the second to last opponent

Other offside rules: (Not Instructional & Passers Divisions)

A deflection by the defending team is not playing the ball; playing equals gaining possession and control

If the attacker is in an “offside” position, the defender deflects the ball, the ball has not been played and so the attacker is still considered “offside”

The player cannot be offside on a throw in, corner kick or goal kick

Play equals possession and control

Nearer to the opponent’s goal line than both the ball and the second to last opponent

Injury/Stoppage of Play

Play does not stop until the whistle is blown.

In the case of injury and the injured player is out of harms way, the play may not be stopped immediately, especially if one team has an advantage.

Dangerous Play

You can play the ball when it is on the ground when no one is around and no one is in danger.

Dangerous Play if the ball is shoulder level and one player comes in with their head they put themselves in a dangerous situation and they may get a call for “dangerous play”

Dangerous play is playing in a manner that could result in injury to the player or any other player

Always a judgment call; made at the discretion of the referee

High Kick

Raising the foot in an attempt to play the ball to the level of another player’s chest or higher when the opponent is in the normal position

High Kick – If your foot is high enough to put someone in danger.

It is not illegal if it is not dangerous to another player

It is illegal to put your foot in someone’s face

Rule of thumb: What came first; the head or the foot and which player put themselves in a dangerous situation

Throw In

Both hands should be straight over the head and both hands have to go over the head in unison

Face the field, part of both feet shall be either on the touch line or on the ground outside the touch line and part of each foot shall be in contact with the ground

Use both hands equally

Deliver the ball from behind and over the head

Can spin the ball but have to use both hands

Cannot score a goal from a throw in

Does not matter when you release the ball during the throw in motion

Have to be within a yard from the touchline

Take the throw from the spot where the ball left the field

Cannot throw a ball straight down; may be considered a spike

What the goalkeeper can do

Only player to legally/deliberately use their hands or arms

Has six seconds to release the ball after possession and handling the ball

A goalkeeper outside the box has no special privileges and should be treated like any other player

Contact between a goalkeeper and an attacker should be viewed no differently than between any other field players

Challenges between a player and goalkeeper are a normal part of the game

What the goalkeeper can’t do

Can’t push a player with the ball

If a goalkeeper handles the ball and puts it into play, they can’t handle the ball again until an opponent or a team member outside the box plays the ball

Can’t handle the ball if a team member deliberately kicks the ball to him

Can’t handle the ball OUTSIDE of the box

Division Information

	Age
	Birthdate
	Division
	Type
	Players on Field
	Ball Size
	Size of Field (yds)
	Game Time (Qtrs)
	Min # of Players

	4-5
	 8/1/04 – 12/31/05
	Inst
	In house
	3
	3
	20x30
	8min
	3

	6-7
	8/1/02 – 7/31/04
	Passers
	In house
	7
	3
	40x60
	10min
	5

	8-9
	8/1/00 – 7/31/02
	Wings
	In house
	9
	4
	50x80
	12min
	6

	10-11
	8/1/98 – 7/31/00
	Strikers
	Traveling
	11
	4
	60x100
	15min
	7

	12-13
	8/1/96 – 7/31/98
	Kickers
	Traveling
	11
	5
	65x110
	15min
	7

	14-15
	8/1/94 – 7/31/96
	Minors
	Traveling
	11
	5
	70x110
	20min
	7

	16-18
	8/1/91 – 7/31/94
	Seniors
	Traveling
	11
	5
	70x110
	20min
	7


Some Important Divisional Rules

This document is intended to supplement, not replace, the S.A.Y. Rule Book.

Instructional Rules:

The following modifications to the rules and “laws of the game” apply to the LYSA Instructional Division. 

· Games will be played as two games of 3 v. 3. Each team is to be broken into 4 and 5 year olds. The 4 year olds will play on one field and the 5 year olds will play on the other field. More aggressive 4 year olds may play in the 5 year old game and less aggressive 5 year olds may play in the 4 year old game. Each field is 20 x 30 yards, and there will be two fields occupying the same space as our old 30 x 50 fields. Parents and coaches will be in the center area of the field to allow parents to watch both games with minimal effort.

· There are no goalkeepers for instructional games.

· One coach from each team will be allowed on each field. There will be a line striped at 10 feet from and parallel to the goal line. No coach is allowed between this line and the nearest goal line. If a coach enters this area, it is the discretion of the ref to award a penalty kick to the attacking team.

· Quarters are 8 minutes.

· The kickoff is an indirect kick taken from the center of the halfway line. If the ball does not move forward or if the player taking the kickoff kicks the ball again prior to another player kicking the ball, the kick will be retaken.

· There is no offside

· For a violation on a throw-in, the ref will explain the issue and allow the player to retake the throw-in.

· All Instructional teams are winners. Score is not kept.

· Corner Kicks?

Referee and Scorecard Information

Referees are volunteers just like us, although they get paid per game. Some are still learning and some are more experienced, but they always deserve your RESPECT and PATIENCE throughout a game.  

The home team coach is responsible for paying the referees. The game fees for referees are as follows: 

Instructional
$10 
2 referees per game (no ref card) 

Passers 
 
$12 
2 referees per game

Wings 

$15
2 referees per game

Strikers 

$20 
2 referees per game

Kickers 

$20 
2 referees per game

Minors 

$30 
3 referees per game

Seniors

$30
3 referees per game

Scorecards:

Scorecards are always quite a hassle in our league. There are just a few rules about scorecards that make life easier for all of the volunteers helping the kids enjoying soccer.

Each coach should check the score on the scorecard

Both coaches sign score card

Home Team supplies the score card

Once you sign the scorecard, it is official, so please take just a minute after the game and look at the front and back of the score card. Any questions ask the referees or the opposing coach.

 F.A.Q.ʼs

Registration:

1. When will I hear from a coach? Coaches will contact players the week after the coaches meeting. The current season coaches meeting date can be found on the website calendar. Contact LYSA if you have not heard from your coach by the Friday after the coaches meeting.

2. What is the significance of Late Registration? Players signed up after regular registration ends will not be guaranteed of making a team. Registration is not complete until payment is received by LYSA. An enveloped being postmarked by the end of registration also counts. LYSA will attempt to place all kids that sign up during late registration, but there is no guarantee we can

3. How does registration work? Registration is in 2 parts – the first is entering the data needed to place your child within the system. This includes name, address, date of birth, etc. The second part is making a payment. Both parts must be completed in order for LYSA to put your child on a roster. If data is entered, but no payment is made, then the child will not be placed on a roster, and you will not be hearing from a coach.

4. How will I know if my child can be put on a roster? When you register online (data entry part), and you give a valid email address, you should receive an email, generated automatically, that the data was successfully entered and accepted. This completes the first part of the registration process. Upon receipt of payment through the mail, a second email will be sent out stating payment is received and your child’s registration is fully complete. If you make an online payment, your

confirmation email should state that you have paid. If so, your child is completely registered and ready to go. If you register by mail, LYSA enters data by hand, and we endeavor to send an email out when we mark your account as paid (usually payment accompanies a mailed registration). If you have a cancelled check for the current season, that is also proof of completed registration for both parts.

5. What is the late fee (and how do I avoid it)? Make sure that you register and have payment in by the end of regular registration. BOTH parts of the registration process, data entry and payment, must BE RECEIVED by the end of registration. If either is RECEIVED after that date, it is late, regardless of the date that LYSA received the other part of the registration. If late, a $10 fee must be added in order to complete the registration. Again, it is the date of receipt, as per the POSTMARK – NOT THE DATE YOU WRITE ON THE CHECK. Anything late will be held out until the late fee is added. The online payment system will automatically collect the fee after the end of regular registration.

 6. What is the draw? Each season, a few weeks before the coach’s meeting, LYSA will assemble rosters of all registered players that are. The draw will be done in accordance with National SAY rules, via computer. Coaches’ children will be pulled out of the draw and assigned to the teams their parent coach, as applicable.  Siblings will be placed together, unless parents request otherwise. Cored players will be placed back on their cores from last Fall, although it is possible that they could be involuntarily moved in order to balance the age levels of all teams. LYSA will work to minimize this, within the rules of the draw. All players new to a division, and Instructional, will be randomly assigned to teams in order to balance out the ages (and genders in Instructional) as best possible. Once completed, the draw results are FINAL, and will NOT be altered unless an error by LYSA is identified.

7. What is Cored? A Cored player is one that is playing in their second 

year at the current division level, having played at that level one year before. For example, if a child played Passers last Fall, and will play Passers again this Fall, they would be considered cored. If they did not play last fall, or played in another division, they would not be cored. A cored player will be placed back to the same team number they played

on the previous year, fall to fall or spring to spring. All returning players at that level from the previous team will also be placed together. You should see familiar faces returning. The previous coach may or may not be assigned back to that team. This will form a nucleus of experienced players for each team. The rosters will then be evened out with non-cored players. Next year, the cored players would move up a division and lose their core, and the non-cored players will be cored and become next years experienced group. There is no guarantee that the entire core will come back the following season. Some kids may not register with LYSA or they may register late. Late registration will remove that player from the core. If all teams do not have enough players in a given age group, some players may be randomly removed from a core to balance an age group. LYSA will do everything it can within the rules to maintain the cores.

8. How can I assure my child is placed with a friend? Both parents must agree to coach their team. If the coaches are chosen, both their children will be out of the draw, and placed together. There is no other way within the SAY rules to place children together.

9. How can my child practice at a certain field, or specific night and time? Again, the parent must coach the child. Times, fields, and practice days are requested by the coach, and all attempts are made by LYSA to honor the requests. We will work with coaches to fit their schedule. We cannot guarantee practice/game dates/times on the individual level. Otherwise, the process could quickly become cumbersome to the point it is unworkable. That is why no requests are honored.
10. Can I ask for a specific coach? No. The only way to insure your child is with a specific coach is to coach with them. Both coaches (you and the one you want) must request each other prior to the draw. If you ask afterwards, there is no recourse.

11. Can I avoid a specific coach? Yes, you can non-request a coach by adding a note on the registration form or online before the draw placing your child on a team. LYSA does not, as a rule, share your request with the coach. Non-requesting multiple coaches in an attempt to get the desired coach will not be allowed and if this situation occurs placement will be left up to the computer draw.

12. How are coaches chosen? Coaches are chosen based first on who volunteers to coach. As the kids get older, there are fewer and fewer teams, and usually fewer coaches. If a conflict arises the following priority will be given to coaching selection assuming the candidate is eligible to coach.

· Current board member

· Has a cored team from same period year ago

· Previous coach advancing to a new division

· Registration date

13. How do refunds work? Full refunds, minus any online fee, are given if notice of withdrawal is given prior to the roster draw. Once placed on a roster, a refund (minus online fee and late fee) is only given if the player 1.) relocated out of the area prior to the draw, 2.) has a medical exemption - injury or 3.) makes a Select team. A letter stating the problem and requesting a refund, must be received by LYSA no later than the draw date on the registration form. Please clearly state why you are not

playing and why you are eligible to get a refund.

14. What happens if I enter information incorrectly when I enroll online? You receive, as part of the process, a confirmation email that includes the data you entered. It is your responsibility to insure the correct information is there. If it is wrong, and the error is not detected prior to your child being placed on a team, LYSA will work to fix the error, but your child will be placed on the late draw list, and will not be eligible to practice or play until the wait list is cleared out.
15. How does the Late Draw work? All players properly and completely registered before the end of regular registration will be placed on a team, provided we can field at least one. Any registrations not complete, or completed after the end of regular registration, will be placed on the late draw list in the chronological order in which they have completed both parts of the registration process (enroll and pay,

including late fee). After practices have started, when the likelihood of players dropping is highest, LYSA will hold supplemental draws off the wait list. We will add players to teams, not to exceed a total roster size that would compromise the playing time of those already on the team. After the first late draw, LYSA will continue to maintain a late list, ranked by date of completed registration criteria, until two weeks into the season. At that point, we will regret the list and issue refunds to players not placed.

Cored players who are late lose their core, and will be randomly assigned to a team.

16. How does the late list work? Once the first draw is completed with all eligible (on-time) kids, the remaining registrations will be held until they complete the registration process. Once they have satisfied the data entry and payment criteria, the names will be added, in the order that things are completed, to the late draw list. LYSA will add, on a space available basis, from the top of the list to team rosters. No information as to where on the list a child may be will be shared by LYSA, as it could be used to gain an unfair advantage for player placement.

17. What can I do if I don’t like the nights practices are, or the field, or anything after rosters are set? You can withdraw from the league, lose your fees paid, and re-register. You will be required to re-pay, including late fees. Your child will go into the late draw, with no promise of making a team. And, it is possible that they may end up back on the same team, randomly assigned there by the computer draw system. This is not a recommended option. Results are not guaranteed, and the draw outcome will not be changed, unless you wish to re-pay and re-draw until you get
what you want.

18. ROSTERS: Coaches are required to carry a copy of your roster to every game, so if there is a question concerning your team, you will have it.

DROP OFFS! Please inform the registrar if you have any players who drop off your team, this is very important so all records have the correct information.

Weather questions and rainouts

Practices:

1. What should I do if it is raining before my scheduled practice time?

First check the website to see if there are any updates.

http://www.lovelandsoccer.org The website may not be updated

every day.

· Practice: In most cases, LYSA leaves decisions on practice cancellation to the discretion of the individual coach

· Use your best judgment-if fields pose an injury risk or if there is thunder and lightning DO NOT PRACTICE.

· LYSA will issue a global cancellation via One-Call if the board deems the fields to be unplayable

Miami Township will often close fields. If you practice at Miami Riverview please call 248-5513 to confirm fields are open
2. What if the hotline says that fields are open and I am not sure about whether I should hold practice or not? There will be days when we will need to leave it up to your discretion as to whether you should hold practice or not. Here are some helpful hints to help you decide what to do:
If you can, stop by your field (or have a parent who is able to do this) and

check to see if it is playable before you call your parents.

If there is standing water on the field, you can still hold practice on a dry

part of the field or off to the side. Please stay off the wet parts of

the field, or else the games will quickly become a mud bath!

If it is really cold and pouring rain, but the field is still open, use your

common sense to decide whether to have practice. Think about how

the kids will feel.

3. What do I do if the message says fields are closed, and I

don’t believe it and really want to practice? Please DONʼT!!! You will jeopardize the fields for all other teams practicing on that field and any games that need to be played there. If we close the fields, please respect our decision so EVERYONE can play, not just your team

Games:

1. If it is raining, how do I find out if my GAME is cancelled or still on?

Please do NOT ever assume that a game is cancelled because it is

raining! We will only cancel games for thunder and lightning and

field problems. The referee will make the call during or right before a

game if there are questions. Remember to trust the referee!!

This information will be on the website on Saturdays after 8:00 a.m. and

during the week after 4:00 p.m. If you have an early game, 9 a.m. or

before, you will be called by LYSA directly. If you will be traveling for that

game, please get in touch with the other district for game cancellations. If

you are playing a traveling team at home, please call the opposing coach

and inform them of our cancellations.

Coaches: Only the first 2 earliest games (9am and 10:30am) will get phone calls to let them know that their game has been cancelled. All other

coaches with other game times need to check the website. 
IF YOU DO NOT GET A CALL AND THE WEBSITE/HOTLINE HAS NOT BEEN UPDATED WITH ANY NEW NEWS, YOUR GAME IS STILL ON!!

2. What do I need to do to MAKE UP a game? The schedule

coordinator will contact you concerning when your make-up game will be

played. Please wait for us to contact you, and never reschedule a game on your own. If the make-up game is against a traveling team and it is a home game; you must contact the other coach within 48 hours and make him aware of the make-up game.
LYSA Reschedule Policy

Reschedule Coordinator: Alison Johnson, alisjohnson@yahoo.com
Weather Related Rescheduling

1. For In-House games (instructional, passers, wings), if a game or games are cancelled due to bad weather, or if the prescribed fields are closed for any reason, the Reschedule Coordinator shall consult the weekly schedule and the Referee Coordinator to determine the best possible date or dates to make up the missed game or games.

2. The Reschedule Coordinator shall then notify the home and visitor coach of the date and time of the reschedule.

3. For Traveling teams (strikers, kickers, minors and seniors), the policy is as follows:

a. The Home coach shall contact the Visiting coach and together they shall submit (through the home coach) a list of three (3) possible dates.

b. The Reschedule Coordinator will consult with the Referee Coordinator to determine the date and time of the reschedule.

c. The Reschedule Coordinator will contact the Home coach and inform him/her of the new game date (The Home coach contacts the Visitor coach with this new date).

d. If the requested dates do not work for some reason, the Reschedule Coordinator will contact the Home coach to ask him/her to begin the process again. These dates should be within 10 days of the original game date.

4. Should the two coaches not come up with alternate dates within 10 days, then the Reschedule Coordinator will assign a date for them.

5. If there is a discrepancy of opinion between Coach and Reschedule Coordinator, a protest may be pursued with the LYSA District Representative, whose decision is Final.

Non Weather Reschedule Requests

1. A coach has the right to ask for a reschedule for the following reasons:

a. Official school function

b. Religious holiday Resulting in his/her team not being able to meet the ‘minimum # of player’ criteria indicated in the SAY Rulebook (see forms/links tab at: www.lovelandsoccer.org).

2. If a coach believes he/she has a legitimate reason for a reschedule (indicated above) he/she needs to contact the Reschedule Coordinator no later than four days prior to the scheduled game to make this request. (e.g. For a Saturday game, call or email by the preceding Tuesday. For a Tuesday game, call or email by the

preceding Friday).

3. The Reschedule Coordinator determines if the reschedule proceeds.

4. If a reschedule is warranted the procedures for weather related reschedules will 

apply.

LYSA Code of Ethics for Coaches

The position of coach or leader of any youth group is an important and serious responsibility. All the children look up to the coach and respect his/her position. The coach’s behavior is under observation by them and they will strive to imitate his/her actions. The coach’s opinion and behavior during the game will carry more weight than anyone else, even parents.

The following Code of Ethics and Behavior is offered here to exemplify the ideal S.A.Y. coach.

A good youth soccer coach shall:

1. Know the rules of the game and team them to your players. Read the rulebook and attempt to attend the clinic to enhance your knowledge of the game.

2. Abide by the laws of the game and the S.A.Y. rules.

3. Treat the referee with respect, no matter what the call.

4. Exhibit exemplary conduct at both practices and games. Team discipline reflects the coach’s attitude 100%.

5. Coach clean, skillful, honest, and sportsmanlike soccer by stressing playing hard to win over winning itself.

6. Stress good sportsmanship. The coach is responsible for conduct of the players when they are together as a team.

7. Help maintain a climate of enjoyment among spectators by discouraging negative remarks and/or harassment of players, referees, and other spectators.

8. Work at team morale as hard as soccer skills and tactics, be a “Fun Leader”.

9. In dealing with team members, maximize praise and minimize criticisms. Make corrections slowly and calmly in a manner tailored to the individual.

10. Refrain from profanity or vulgar language. Remember you are helping to mold the character of your players.

11. Coach talented and non-talented players with equal vigor. Allow players more than their required minimum playing time.

12. Minimize coaching from the sidelines during games. Screaming during the game accomplishes nothing.

13. Pre-plan all practice sessions in detail to be interesting, fast paced, and involve all team members as much as possible (minimize standing around).

14. Welcome feedback from players and parents alike concerning potential problems and ways to improve. As a coach of the Loveland Youth Soccer Association, I agree to these guidelines:

_________________________________________  __________________________________________

Coaches Signature / Date                                           Printed Name

MAXIMUM PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING

COACHES AND SPECTATORS CODE OF

ETHICS

The following are examples of violations of the Coaches and Spectators Code of Ethics. These unsportsmanlike behaviors will result in specific penalties to be issued by the District Representative and/or the Area Board.

1. Entering the field of play without permission of the referees –

WARNING/CAUTION/EJECTION 1 GAME SUSPENSION

2. Threatening actions or words towards officials, players, or spectators – TWO GAME

SUSPENSION

3. Abusive language to an official – EJECTION/2ND OFFENSE 2 GAME SUSPENSION

4. Aggressive physical contact with the referee or a player: i.e., grabbing the arm, turning individual around, poking, bumping, pushing, etc. – EJECTION WITH TWO GAME SUSPENSION/2ND OFFENSE EXPULSION (Expulsion must be approved by National Board of Directors)

5. Striking an official or player – EXPULSION (Must be approved by National Board of

Directors)

6. Refusal to leave the playing field after an ejection – ONE GAME SUSPENSION AND

FORFEITURE OF GAME, REGARDLESS OF LENGTH OF GAME PLAYED

7. Constant and excessive verbal harassment of the referee or players –

CAUTION/EJECTION/2ND OFFENSE GAME SUSPENSION

8. Instructing players to play in a dangerous or unsportsmanlike manner –

CAUTION/EJECTION/2ND OFFENSE 5 GAME SUSPENSION

9. Instructing players to play in a dangerous or unsportsmanlike manner with deliberate intent to harm – EJECTION WITH 2 GAME SUSPENSION/2ND OFFENSE EXPULSION
(Expulsion must be approved by the National Board of Directors)

10. Coaches remain between penalty box line and midfield. Spectators remain on opposite side of field from players and coaches between penalty box lines, where possible –

WARNING/WARNING/CAUTION/EJECTION

11. Playing an illegal player – GAME FORFEITURE. If it can be proved that the coach

deliberately and with full knowledge used an illegal player – SEASON SUSPENSION (Must be approved by the National Board of Directors)

PLAYERS CODE OF ETHICS

Every coach is hereby instructed to make all players aware and knowledgeable of the following Code of Ethics and their penalties.

1. Abusive language to an official, player, coach or spectator – EJECTION

2. Foul language to an official, player, or spectator – CAUTION/EJECTION

3. Threatening actions or words towards officials, players, or spectators – EJECTION

4. Aggressive physical contact with the referee; i.e., grabbing the arm, turning the individual

around, poking, bumping, etc. – EJECTION AND 4 GAME SUSPENSION

5. Aggressive physical contact with players – EJECTION/2ND OFFENSE 1 GAME SUSPENSION

6. Striking an official – EJECTION AND EXPULSION FOR SEASON (Expulsion must be

approved by the National Board of Directors)

7. Striking (closed fist) or kicking a player – EJECTION/2ND OFFECNSE SEASON SUSPENSION

8. Refusal to leave the playing field after an ejection – ONE GAME SUSPENSION

9. Any player observed using or under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol before or during a game – EJECTION PLUS ONE GAME SUSPENSION
IMPORTANT NOTICE: All registered soccer players in our soccer program are required to explain to everyone attending their games the following:

It shall be against the rules of SAY Soccer for a spectator, coach, or players, to threaten, harass or intimidate soccer officials in any way. This includes before, during, or after all games sanctioned by SAY Soccer. Failure to comply with the above rules could mean immediate expulsion from the game and field area (i.e., in sight of or earshot of the official) and or loss of the game by judgement of the Area review board of this soccer association. Any physical contact with a soccer official could mean legal action by the soccer association.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATON FOR PLAYERS, COACHES, AND SPECTATORS

1. All ejections will be reported to the Area Review Board

2. Penalties that are assessed which are longer than the remaining season will be carried over to the next season

3. Penalties that are assessed after a game is completed will be carried over to the next game

4. Disciplinary actions can be taken by the District Representative or the Area Review Board

PROTESTS

Listed below are the official rules on when you can protest a referee’s decision:

1. Judgment calls by referees may not be protested. For example, no official protest may be made concerning the referee’s judgment as to:

A. who committed the foul, or whether a foul was intentional or even committed;

B. whether a goal was or was not scored;

C. which team should be awarded the ball when the ball goes out of play over the goal-lines or the touch-lines;

D. allowing or failing to allow an “advantage”, etc.

2. An official protest concerning a particular game and any incidents which occurred during that game may be lodged by the Head Coach, or his (or her) assistant when the Head Coach is not present, ONLY if it is alleged that a PLAYING RULE or LAW was incorrectly applied or enforced by the referee. For example:

A. awarding a penalty-kick for a dangerous play or unsporting behavior;

B. allowing a team to play with eleven players after a player has been ejected during the course of the game, etc.

3. Official Protest Procedure:

A. An informal, but official, verbal protest must be made to the referee(s) by the Head Coach, or his/her assistant when the Head Coach is not present, at (preferably) or close to, the time of the incident; but in all cases, it must be made before the referee(s) have left the playing area.

B. A simple or vague complaint about a call or calls will not suffice – the words “official protest” must be used, and the reason for the protest must be made clear. (If this is done
at the time of the incident, a mistake by a referee can often be easily rectified without the
need for any further action.) Any coach who has made an official verbal protest may withdraw that protest at any time.

C. The opposing coach must be notified of the protest by the referee.

D. The informal verbal protest must be followed by submission of a formal, written official
protest,
(1) delivered to the District Representative or the appropriate                   Area designee,

(2) by midnight of the following day

(3) accompanied by a fee of $50.00, which will be refunded if the official protest is allowed, and retained if the official protest is disallowed.

E. Intra-district protests may be decided by the District Representative or the Area Protest Committee or they may forward them to the Area’s governing body for a decision.

F. Inter-district protests must be decided by the Area’s governing body or the Area Protest
Committee.

G. A decision regarding an official written protest must be rendered within 72 hours of its
reception and the decision must be transmitted in writing to both coaches in a timely
manner.

H. Official protest decisions made by the governing body of an Area are FINAL and may not
be appealed to the National Board of Directors or the S.A.Y. National Office.

I. A report of each official protest should be submitted to the S.A.Y. Commissioner at the S.A.Y National Office within 30 days.

4. If an official protest is allowed, the ruling body shall determine the corrective action required with the understanding that in most situations the game shall be replayed from the time of the incident.

TEN TIPS TO BE A BETTER SOCCER PARENT

1. Soccer is a team sport.

2. Our children are on the team, not us.

3. If you think your child is better than the other children on the team,

congratulations – you probably fall into the majority of soccer parents.

However, this is largely irrelevant. (see #1 above)

4. If you want your child to improve his/her skills and performance, then leave it

to the coaches. The parents’ jobs are to: pay, drive and offer positive support.

5. If you think you can offer good advice to one of the coaches, then see the team manager and arrange to take the coaching certification exam. If you want to coach from the touchlines without coming to team practices, team meetings, team camps, coaches clinics or coaches meetings, keep the thought to yourself until you can watch soccer on TV.

6. Although coaching advice from parents is generally not appreciated,

communication is very important. If anything at all is bothering your child, let he coach know as soon as possible so that he/she has an opportunity to

adjust if possible to make your child’s experience more rewarding and

enjoyable. If you really want to destroy a team, tell everyone…but the coach about your child’s problem. Talk about it and complain about it with the other parents all season and never let the one person who can fix it know there is a

concern.

7. If you think you can offer good advice to a game official…(see #5 above)

8. A soccer match is not won or lost by any child. (see #1 above)

9. To play well during the season, our children must come together as a team and support, communicate with and trust each other. The coaches and

children will accomplish this if we donʼt undermine their efforts. However, if

you disagree with the foregoing statements, undermining can be

accomplished by using any of the following tactics: criticizing the efforts of

your child, telling your child he/she is the most/least important and best/worst player on the team, telling your child that another child on the team is lousy or has deficiencies, yelling negative comments during practices or games, criticizing the decisions or strategies of the coaches, claiming that victory or defeat was the responsibility of any child.

10. Follow the rules and use good judgment and everyone will have a great

season. Taken from “Touchline” magazine, Spring 2000
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